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Over the Fence
N E W S  F R O M  Y O U R  R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O F E S S I O N A L …

7 Easy Holiday Home 
Improvement Projects
Posted by Rebecca McKinnon 

With the holiday season in full swing, many 
homeowners are looking around their 
homes and noticing small home 
improvement projects that need to be 
tackled before the guests arrive. 

Below are easy home improvement 
projects that will help you get your home 
clean, organized and refreshed in time for 
those holiday visitors.

1. Just add paint: Whether it is a 
room that needs refreshing or 
a front door that is peeling, 
adding a fresh coat of 
paint will brighten any 
surface.

2. Finish those half-
done jobs: Everyone 
has projects that they 
have started but are 
still not complete. 
Finishing these projects 
will not only give you a sense of 
accomplishment, it will also make your 
home seem more put together. 

3. De-clutter your home: Sort the clutter 
based on 3 categories—Keep, Donate & 
Trash.  For the items you keep, you must 
organize and/or file them away (and not 
into that “messy drawer” in your kitchen). If 
you have things to donate, gather them all 

DECEMBER HOME WARRANTY TIP: For optimum use and long 
life, keep your oven clean! When you spill something, wipe it up 
or get the debris up as soon as possible. If you let it stay in there, 
you will get bad odors and smoke from your oven. The debris 
could even catch fire. If your oven has self clean, use it often— 
a clean oven is an efficient oven! 
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December 8th: Chanukah Begins

December 24th: Christmas Eve

December 25th: Christmas Day

December 26th: Kwanzaa Begins

December 31st: New Year’s Eve

up and make a trip to your local Goodwill 
or Salvation Army right away. Don’t just let 
them sit in a bag in the basement.   

4. Tackle the smaller projects: Have a flat 
screen you want to mount on the wall or 
some pictures you want to frame and 
hang? There is no better time than the 
present. You will be amazed at what a 
difference these little projects can make.

5. Deep clean your house: In addition to 
the typical house cleaning, try steam 
cleaning the carpets, running a self-
cleaning cycle on the stove and polishing 
the wood furniture. Try making your own 
green cleaning products.

6. Perform basic home maintenance: Go 
around the house and ensure all appliances 
are in working order —dishwasher, washer, 
dryer, heating system, etc. There is nothing 
worse than a house full of guests and a 
broken appliance. If you have a fireplace, 
get your chimney looked at and swept 
before you have that first fire. 

7. Seal gaps: Feel a chilly draft? You could 
be losing heat out of your windows and 
doors. Adding some caulking around 
drafty windows and doors can help keep 
the heat inside your home. However, if the 
windows and doors in your home are old 
and in need of replacing, adding caulking 
will not solve the problem.
www.moonworkshome.com/Blog/bid/65643/10-Easy-Holiday-
Home-Improvement-Projects

5 Emergency Gifts
Don’t get caught short (again). Store a few 
last miute gifts in a closet, pre-wrapped for 
surprise guests.

l Scented Candles: ikea.com

l Card Games in Tins like Uno, Old Maid, 
and I Spy: amazon.com

l Bud Vases: cb2.com; save-on-crafts.com 

l Special Teas: mightyleaf.com or Cocoa: 
chocolatebarnyc.com

l Paperwhite Bulbs: whiteflowerfarm.com
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Repair, Replace, Relax with Fidelity National Home Warranty (FNHW). A home warranty from FNHW provides both the home buyer 
and seller with “peace of mind” when it comes to repairs and/or replacement of a home’s major systems and appliances. FNHW prides 
itself on superior customer service, including quick response time and efficient solutions for homeowners’  problems and needs. 

If you are thinking of buying or selling a home in the near future, please call  
for a personal interview and property assessment with no obligation.

This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another agent. These materials contain information and articles obtained from third parties.  
FNHW does not endorse the recommendations of any third party nor guarantee the information provided is complete or correct. 
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CRANBERRY-JALAPENO SALSA

Ingredients

1 (12-oz.) package fresh cranberries

1/3 to 1/2 cup sugar

2 to 3 chopped green onions

1 seeded and chopped jalapeño pepper

1 tablespoon grated fresh ginger

1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro

Tortilla chips 

Garnish: lime wedges

Preparation

Pulse cranberries and sugar in a food processor 3 to 4 times 
or until coarsely chopped, stopping to scrape down sides. 
Add chopped green onions, chopped jalapeño pepper, 
grated fresh ginger, lemon juice, and salt; pulse 3 to 4 times 
or until chopped. Stir in chopped fresh cilantro. Cover and 
chill 2 to 24 hours. Serve with tortilla chips. Garnish with lime 
wedges, if desired. 
www.myrecipes.com/recipe/cranberry-jalapeno-salsa-50400000108681/

Last-Minute Holiday Shopping Tips
By Nancy McMullen

If you can shop online, do so. If you’re worried about 
shipping, consider something that doesn’t require a 
physical item, like a gift certificate to the recipient’s favorite 

online store, a membership to a website like Netflix, or a charitable 
donation to a cause that matters to them.

Think outside the mall. Go to 
local shops for smaller crowds 
and, usually, more unique gifts 

than you might find at the mall. Gift 
certificates to a local restaurant, spa, or 
even a hotel stay are also good bets.

Make a budget and stick to it. 
Last-minute shopping can often 
turn into impulse-buying from 

stress, which can lead to a huge bill at 
the end of the month. Make a game plan 
of how much you want to spend for each 
recipient.

Buy an experience. Consider 
getting your loved ones 
something like a hotel stay, skydiving excursion, hot air 

balloon ride, a photo shoot from a local photographer—whatever 
suits them. It’s something you can buy online or at least in a less-
traveled area, and it’s something the recipient will actually 
remember.

For full article: http://www.stlmag.com/Blogs/The-Good-The-Bad-
The-Lovely/December-2011/10-Last-Minute-Holiday-Shopping-Tips/
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