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Population Forecasts from 2006 - 2056

Metroland Graphic/Nick Evelyn

Durham Region, like every other place on the planet, is expecting to 
see signifi cant population growth in the coming years. The current 
population of about 650,000 is projected to increase to 1.2 million in 
2056. One signifi cant change will occur in Pickering, where the City 
is projected to have a population of almost 226,000 by 2031, surpass-
ing Oshawa as the Region’s largest community. Oshawa is slated to 
have 197,000.
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Air quality 
questioned 
as incinerator 
opening draws 
closer
Too late now to 
revisit emissions study, 
politicians say

Jennifer O’Meara
jomeara@durhamregion.com

CLARINGTON -- Increased industrial sul-
phur dioxide emissions and the potential 
impact on local air quality have prompted 
one Clarington politician to ask for a sec-
ond look at existing pollution levels before 
the Courtice incinerator opens for busi-
ness. 
 But with the incinerator expected to open 
this fall, the request was shot down by Clar-
ington council, which raised the same con-
cern last November. It’s too late to revisit an 
air emissions study now, say the majority 
of Clarington councillors. 
 A human health and ecological risk 
assessment was done to evaluate poten-

tial adverse health impacts from the ener-
gy-from-waste facility. The study looked 
at industrial pollution sources within a 
20-kilometre radius of the incinerator, 
which includes St. Marys Cement plant in 
Bowmanville. The study included pollut-
ant release data from 2007 which reported 
the release of 3,743 tonnes of sulphur diox-
ide coming from St. Marys. But since then, 
the economy has improved and so has 
production at St. Marys, resulting in more 
emissions. 
 In November 2013, Clarington council 
hired an independent environmental law 
specialist to see if the municipality could 
request from Durham and York regions an 
updated study, using the 2012 St. Marys 
Cement sulphur dioxide levels, instead 
of the 2007 figures. The lawyer’s answer 
wasn’t made public but Clarington council 
never went ahead with the request. 
 On April 14, Councillor Joe Neal suggest-
ed asking the Ministry of Environment to 
request an updated risk assessment for the 
EFW facility from the regions of Durham 
and York, based on the current sulphur 
dioxide emissions from St. Marys Cement. 
 “I think it’s incumbent on us to make sure 
we’ve done everything that we can so that 
the health of our residents is not adverse-
ly affected ... If he acceded that request, 
more due diligence would be done appar-
ently and they’d be using current data, as 
opposed to outdated data which was used 
at the time,” said Coun. Neal.
 Other Clarington politicians felt council 
had already been given an answer on the 

health report issue when it asked for a legal 
opinion a few months ago. Mayor Adrian 
Foster said he was worried the municipal-
ity would be blocked out if council makes 
ongoing requests to look back at stud-
ies that have already met with provincial 
approval.    
 “When we keep doing this it turns into 
a drone and frankly we lose credibility. So 
is there a downside to continuously ask-
ing? Yeah there is, they stop replying. It’s 
the ‘Are we there yet? Are we there yet? 
Are we there yet?’ from the back seat,” said 
Mayor Foster. “I’m not in support of ask-
ing once again the same question that’s 
already been answered. It makes it difficult 
to engage in meaningful discussion.”
 Councillor Corinna Traill disagreed and 
said the new motion was not the same as 
the previous request for legal guidance. 
 “There is no downside to this. All that 
they can do is say no,” said Coun. Traill. 
 Clarington staff said sulphur dioxide 
numbers will frequently change, especially 
as Clarington grows and when the link to 
Hwy. 407 is built in the municipality. 
 Coun. Neal also wanted Clarington to 
request the Ministry of Environment to 
gather and release any data from local sen-
sors on the ambient air in Clarington. He 
said the ongoing monitoring data could 
help the municipality if there is a future 
request to expand the incinerator. 
 “The more information we can gather the 
better,” said Coun. Neal. 
 Mayor Foster said the data from air moni-
toring sensors is available now on the EFW 

website. He said the information will be 
sent to the Ministry of the Environment for 
analysis and the ministry comments will 
come back to Durham Region council.  
 Dr. Robert Kyle, the Durham Region 
medical officer of health, said a compre-
hensive surveillance program is being 
established, which includes independent 
air emissions, ambient air quality, soil and 
surface water testing. He added there will 
be public reporting of the test results and 
external oversight through the waste man-
agement advisory committee. 
 The Courtice EFW facility is scheduled 
to open this fall on Osbourne Road, taking 
waste from both Durham and York regions. 
Commissioning and testing is expected to 
begin in the late spring/early summer but 
has not started yet.
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