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IMPORTANT 

Real Estate Fees Going Up 

 

As always, when I learn of something that will effect friends and clients in Real Estate, I issue a notice 
and explanation. Alberta government fees for real estate transactions are going up 320% to over 400% 
(depending on the amount of mortgage and purchase price) starting July 1, 2015.  

Every home purchase in Alberta has a fee for land title registration and mortgage registration. This fee is 
collected by the lawyer and forwarded to the government. The intent is to cover costs incurred by the 
government. 

Current fees are $50 plus an incremental $1 per $5,000 of the sales value for Land Title Registration. The 
Mortgage Registration fee is the same for the mortgage portion of the sale. For example, currently a 
$500,000 home with a $400,000 mortgage will cost $150 ((Land Title Registration) plus $130 (Mortgage 
Registration) for a total cost of $280. 

After July 1, 2015 a $500,000 home with a $400,000 mortgage will cost $75 plus $6 per $5,000 
increment. This means that starting July 1, 2015 a $500,000 home with a $400,000 mortgage will cost 
$675 (Land Title Registration) plus $555 (Mortgage Registration) for a total of $1,230. This is more 
than a 320% increase. 

 Current Fees 
$50 +$1 per $5,000 increment 

Fees after July 1, 2015 
$75 + $6 per $5,000 increment 

Land Title Registration $150 $675 
Mortgage Registration $130 $555 
Total $280 $1,230 
 

Anyone purchasing a home at this sale and mortgage amount after July 1, 2015 will have to factor in an 
additional $950. Larger mortgages and higher priced homes will be more. Lower mortgages and lower 
prices will be less. Large or small, the purchases are all going to be well over 320% more for the 
government. 

Buyers starting in July will need to budget accordingly. 

$500,000 home with $400,000 mortgage is (now) $280 - from July will be $1,230  
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$1,000,000 home with $800,000 mortgage is (now) $460 - from July will be $3,310 

This ends my public service announcement. Now I am going to vent. No need to read on from here 
unless you choose to. 

This is no longer a fee for service provided. It is now purely a tax to feed general revenues. Worse, it 
penalizes those who have insufficient cash to minimize mortgages. The larger the mortgage, the more 
you pay. 

 

Alberta information 

Calgary averages about 30,000 sales per year. Edmonton about the same and the rest of the province 
combined is around the same. The province totals around 90,000 sales. This means the government will 
be taking a total of around $108,000,000 (based on average property prices) for registration of which 
$82,000,000 are new fees. These fees were supposedly set up to cover costs, NOT as an increase to 
general tax revenue! Health premium taxes, gas taxes, income taxes and sin taxes are well advertised 
and I leave it to you as to whether you agree or not (combined extra taxes of an estimated $816,000,000 
where they can be identified). The problem is that many can not be clearly identified so the number is 
likely quite a bit larger. 

Apparently up 50 to 70 different fees, depending on who's report you read, are being increased, 
including court document filings/retrievals, legal complaints, traffic fines, park usage, camping, real 
estate transactions, etc. No one seems to know precise information about the full extent of the hit in 
dollars or number of services affected. Estimates (guesses) range from $1 to $1.5 billion in total for the 
entire group. None of it is clearly identified by the government to Albertans. All of these fees, by the 
way, will be going into general revenue where it will be almost impossible for us to track. Why? 

$58 million dollar increase to MLA budgets?!? Why? 
$90 million charitable donation tax hit?!? Why? 
$4 billion dollars from the contingency fund (heritage fund)?!? Why? 
 
I am not happy about this. 

I am quite willing to discuss more taxes vs less taxes, more services vs less services, what are priorities, 
what are not priorities, with any government politician but I am completely against a government that 
attempts to hide taxes while purporting to be working for the people. Furthermore, I hate the term 
"general revenue" as it is a black hole that sucks our dollars in with no transparency and likely no 
quantifiable benefit coming out. 

The provincial conservatives have lost my vote! There, now I have vented and, unfortunately, don't feel 
any better. 

as always feel free to comment if you choose. 

 


