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Lofty
ideal

PLUS: Debbie Travis on funky kitchens I Do you have a million dollars in your attic?

Luxury condos in the heart of the Exchange
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Custom Built Garages
Our experienced staff can assist you with:

 • Building codes • Sizing & garage options • Doors, windows, soffit & fascia • Siding or stucco
• Roofing options • Concrete slabs & approaches • Removal of existing garage & pad
 • Competitive pricing  • High quality workmanship •  Complete Customer Satisfaction

B U I L D E R S S U P P LY
YOUR BUILDING PROJECT SPECIALISTS

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 7-5
Thursday 7-8 Saturday 8-51783 DUGALD ROAD,   661-8600 OR 1-800-665-8666

For a Free
Estimate visit

us at 1783
Dugald Road or

call 661-8600

CITY
WIDE

DELIVERY

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Door installation on
existing garages

1800 728.6440 www.scu.mb.ca

4.15% RATES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE.
RESTRICTIONS APPLY.
SEE US FOR DETAILS.

variable
residential mortgages

STEINBACH CREDIT UNION

Visit the
Kensington Show Home

15 Carsdale Drive • 338-6636

A RICH HISTORY, 
A BRIGHT FUTURE
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Over the last couple years, the Kelly
Building has undergone a major reno-
vation, becoming a condominium com-
plex now known as The Lofts on
Bannatyne. This 21-unit facility (20
condos that range from 1,450 to 1,813
square feet and one commercial sec-
tion) mixes the retro fit of solid brick
walls and Douglas Fir beams and posts
with modern living amenities such as
sliding doors and half walls that reach
toward the 13- to 18-foot high ceilings.

Keeping the building’s older ele-
ments intact was important to A & S
Homes, the building’s developers.

“The key goal for us was getting the
building to function, but maintaining
the architecture that was originally
there,” said Vince Spezzano of A & S.

“We’ve maintained all of the wood
ceilings and all of the wood columns
and all of the wood beams. We paid
extra attention to the design of the
units, to make sure that all of those
architectural items would be left
exposed, and that’s part of what makes
the unit so unique.

“There’s other condos that are being
done that are older buildings that are
being retro-fitted into condominiums,
but none of them have those features.”

In 2001, a developer tried to convert
the Kelly Building to condos but that
project ended when a legal dispute
with the neighbouring building caused
expensive delays. Spezzano said this
time, no outstanding legal issues
remain.

Vintage look
Preserving the look of 181 Ban-

natyne was important not only to A &
S, but to Winnipeg’s planning, property
and development department as well.
While much of the exterior was not
going to be altered, Spezzano notes
that one aspect was renovated, but
remained true to its original style.

“The structure itself, the brick and
that sort of thing, we weren’t changing
that or doing anything of that nature to
it. Because we were redoing all of the
windows, we redid them in a fashion
that reproduced the look of what the
original windows were,” Spezzano said.

“So although they’re modern materi-
als (fibreglass), we maintained that
colour and the style, the way the mut-
ton bars are, the way that the windows
are split in the same way that the win-
dows were done originally, to keep that
same look.”

Each of the 20 condos, which range
in price from $225,000 to $285,000, is
equipped with two bedroom areas and
two bathrooms. Additionally, there is a
walk-in closet for the master bedroom,
in-suite laundry and storage facilities
and a large expanse for kitchen, living
room and dining rooms. Other features
include underground parking, a wheel-
chair lift, a main-floor seating area and
security.

The Lofts is part of a major residen-
tial development in the East Exchange
District, which, as RE/MAX realtor
Bill Thiessen explains, is being con-
verted to have the feel of a big city

urban community.
“You’re now watching being built, as

we speak, a village,” Thiessen said. “In
the pike coming up, we have at least a
couple hundred units on the water-
front, and then we have the Ashdown
Warehouse, which is another hundred
units; so if you add it up along with
some other projects, collectively, that’s
a lot, and you can see each other from
each other’s doorsteps.

“So what it becomes is it starts to
feel like a village, which is about as
good as it gets. When people watch a

show like Sex and the City, and you
watch them in the villages in New York
in those wonderful brownstones, those
walk-ups, and they walk down to the
corner, they have cappuccino, they go
to the flower shop, and you always
think, ‘that’s really cool.’ We’re not
there yet, but we’re starting to be that
way.”

Along with the district growing as a
whole in the East Exchange, The Lofts
community itself is a strong
menagerie. While one may expect a
growing urban community to be youth-
centric, Thiessen notes that those who
have purchased condos thus far are a
diverse group.

“Back four or five years ago, if you
had launched a project like this, you
would have had mostly very young
people, no matter what the price was.
This has been really pleasant, because
we’ve sold 50 per cent now in less than

a month that we’ve been marketing,
and they’ve been a complete cross-sec-
tion, which is the way it was supposed
to (be),” he said. “We’ve got some peo-
ple well into their 50s, empty-nesters,
snowbirds, those kind of people, right
to young singles, and we’ve sold to peo-
ple in their 30s and 40s, so I think it’s
been a real good cross-section.”

Different age groups
Not only are the occupants from dif-

ferent age groups but from different
locations as well. Among those who
have purchased condos so far are peo-
ple from Portage la Prairie, Victoria,
B.C. and Toronto. “We’re getting lots of
out-of-towners,” Thiessen notes. “A bit
of everything.”

“A key to healthy downtowns is
strong residential populations, and a
residential population that’s a mixed
demographic, so that you get people of

all income levels, of different national-
ities, of some different walks of life,”
adds CentreVenture Development Cor-
poration general manager Diane
Bampton. “So that’s what makes for a
vibrant neighbourhood.”

The location itself is a big draw for
The Lofts. Aside from the mix of
restaurants and shopping in the area,
the development is situated within
walking distance of many entertain-
ment venues.

“It’s central to everything,” Bampton
said, “whether it’s the towers at
Portage and Main or the cultural dis-
trict, the (Pantages) Playhouse, MTC,
the (Centennial) Concert Hall. You’re
just footsteps away from Steven Juba
Park and the emerging Waterfront
Drive neighbourhood, so it’s a fantastic
urban location.”
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BEST RATES - NO FEES

ROSA
BOVINO
781-4350

SAVING YOU MONEY!

Laurie Foster
981-2354

Mortgage Specialist

Are you interested in knowing about
the opportunities available to you?
I am familiar with the different areas
and have knowledgeable real estate
associates throughout the island.
Call me to discuss.

A&R
CARPET BARN

50 ARCHIBALD ST.
233-3061

3340 PORTAGE AVE.
889-2276

NO DEALERS
PLEASE

TARKETT LAMINATE

IN STOCK
FROM

  $199
sq. ft.

Ed Greschuk
338-6224

Ryson &
Associates

For all your REAL ESTATE DEALINGS!

Denis & Louise
Voyer

453-7653

A “Couple” of Great
Reasons to Call

Susan Domanski
987-2100

ANNOUNCEMENT
The staff and management of Century

21 Carrie.com are pleased to
announce and welcome

MS. SUSAN DOMANSKI
to our professional sales team.

Ms. Domanski is well versed on
residential real estate and investment

properties.  Susan’s enthusiasm,
dedication and experience will be a

tremendous asset to her clients.

If you’re thinking of selling or buying a
home, or looking to invest in the real
estate market, then please call Ms.

Susan Domanski today at
987-2100

By Jon Waldman

IF you haven’t seen the Kelly Building in awhile, you
may want to take a look around the 101-year-old
structure located at 181 Bannatyne Ave. Heck, you

might want to even bring along your wardrobe, furniture
and other personal items, because there’s a good chance
you’ll want to take up residence there.

COVER STORY

Living
in

The Lofts
Former Kelly Building given new life
as modern condo complex

‘When people watch a show like Sex and the City... and they walk down to the corner,
they have cappuccino, they go to the flower shop, and you always think, ‘that’s really cool.’

We’re not there yet, but we’re starting to be that way’
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The Kelly Building has
been brought back to life
with urban, contemporary
condos.


