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DDA will use $35,000 to revitalize Riverwalk

By Tim Rausch 

Business Editor

Thursday, June 10, 2010 

The Downtown Development Authority of Augusta set aside $35,000 of special purpose local option sales tax money Thursday to be used to renovate an area of the Riverwalk Augusta near Eighth Street.

The authority last summer embraced the revitalization of the riverside park as one of its priorities, aiming for public-private partnerships to spruce it up.

"When you think about living downtown, the riverwalk is the green space," said board member Mark Bowling. "This is a start, but there are a lot of needs on riverwalk."

The area near the fountain on Eighth Street has drainage problems, standing water and overgrown plants.

"It has evolved over the last few years into a multiuse area. In the summer, on Sunday evenings, there is a jazz event that has grown. It is now being used as a small amphitheater," Bowling said.

Bowling said the sales tax money could be used to make repairs and install permanent electrical service and tier the landscape to better serve the multiuse purpose.

A draft plan on the first renovation project will be developed.

Construction started on the riverwalk in February 1986. It took 10 years to finish.

Though the city spends tens of thousands of dollars annually on maintenance, riverwalk suffers from age. The DDA sees it as more than a park, believing that it has spawned economic development.

The DDA will also spend $30,000 for six lights near a Broad Street building renovation project.

The Emporium at 1106 Broad St. is undergoing a $2.6 million facelift that will restore a historic building and provide nine apartments.

To fill a vacancy on the board, members nominated engineer Rick Allen to fill the seat left by Paul King, who resigned last month. The DDA previously nominated jeweler Donnie Thompson, but his name was withdrawn because he is to become a member of the Aviation Commission.
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