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Greetings! You're receiving this newsletter
with hopes that you find it informative and
entertaining.

If you're thinking of making a move, or are
just curious as to real estate trends in your
area, please feel free to call at any time. It's
always good to hear from you!

All the best,

Cort & Elaine Benson
for
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The holiday season can be an exciting
and exhilarating time. However, with

the flurry of activity going on inside your
home — gifts to purchase, parties to host
and attend, visits to friends and family,
perhaps some out-of-town trips — it

can also be a lucrative time for home
invaders. Before you get caught up in the
holiday mayhem, make sure you take a
minute to think about home security.
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Statistics Canada shows that there were over 130,000 residential break-ins
reported to police in 2005. Burglars know that you are more likely to have
large amounts of cash and valuable new items in your home at this time
of year. Keep the following tips in mind during these busy few weeks:

Don't leave gifts and other valuables where people can see them
through windows or doors.

Don't leave empty boxes from valuable items outside for garbage
collection. This advertises the fact that there are expensive new
goods inside.

Make sure you set timers on your lights and consider putting one
on a radio and/or television set too, to indicate some activity in the
house when you're not home.

Don't leave a holiday message on your phone advising callers that
you are away.

Turn down the volume on your phone. Unanswered telephone calls
can alert burglars to an empty house.

Arrange for someone to pick up your mail, maintain the outside of
your house and perhaps park their car in your driveway from time
to time if you're away for an extended time. Don't forget to cancel
newspapers and other deliveries too.

If you have a security system, notify your security company of dates
that you'll be away. Also advise your neighbours, and provide them
with a number where you can be reached in case of emergency.

Just being aware of the risk of a home invasion and applying
some common-sense preventive measures should help you
enjoy a safe holiday season!
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GO WITH THE FLOW

Unify spaces by removing visual obstructions.

Talk to a professional about which walls are load-
bearing, and consider taking down some of the
non-supporting walls entirely or in part. Look at
removing doors separating rooms, and don't block
views through windows and doors. The further you
can see into a space, the bigger it feels.

Condo owners should, of course, seek the
approval of their condo board before starting
on any renovations.

Paint adjoining rooms in similar shades and match
your furniture to your walls. A monochromatic
palette allows the eye to travel the space without
interruption, making it appear larger.

Flooring should connect spaces, not divide them.
Avoid numerous, patterned rugs. Opt instead for
continuous wood flooring or carpeting connecting
rooms, or a large, solid area rug within a room to
achieve uninterrupted visual flow.

LESS IS MORE

Limit furniture to the essentials; if you don't need
it, remove it. Small spaces can accommodate large
pieces, so long as they're used sparingly. Incorporate
smaller-scale and 'open’ furniture; sofas with
exposed legs, for example, are less weighty. J
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Be subtle in your use of colors and patterns.
Visual simplicity expands spaces, while too

many shades and patterns crowd them.
Limit bold statements to accents or one
furniture piece.

Edit down your accessories; too many
knick-knacks make for a cluttered
look. Try periodically rotating your
displays. You might find you

enjoy your tiny
treasures

more if you
only see them
occasionally.

Sizing Up the Situation
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LIGHTEN UP

The more light, the better — and bigger. Window
coverings should allow as much natural light in as
possible. Central overhead lighting pulls walls in, so
disperse lighting sources around the room. Consider
uplights and recessed lighting.

Mirrors, strategically placed opposite windows, reflect
views and bounce more light around the room.

Placed anywhere, mirrors create the illusion
that the walls they're hung on recede ‘-

more than they do. i

Lightly colored walls are most effective '1
in opening up small spaces as they reflect i
more light and lend to an airy atmosphere ‘}.
Paint with pale blues and
greens, buttery yellows,
creams and whites. i
Dark, rich hues
are best left
to accents.

STORAGE SOLUTIONS

To create additional storage and display space,
consider installing built-ins, a great storage
solution as they don't consume valuable floor
space. Use dead space on a wall to add a bookcase,
for example.

Furnish small spaces with pieces that do double duty.
Coffee tables, ottomans and side tables with built-in
storage space or sidetables that can accommodate
decorative boxes or baskets underneath

will keep your space clutter-free.

Take advantage of wall space over = =
five feet that's likely unused. Install &
shelves 12 to 18 inches below " »/{
the ceiling to keep books, R ‘__)
photos, plants or baskets
holding items you don't

often need, or hang things
directly from the ceiling. £
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