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T
he 5955 Balsam story is simple:
International property developer
responds to locally expressed
need. It is also complicated:

International property developer responds
with a product it hopes worthy of neigh-
bourhood and putative market.

The developer is Grosvenor Canada,
owned by one of the world’s great family
fortunes. The Duke of Westminster’s
investment history can be traced back
almost 350 years, to a fortuitous marriage
that brought 300 acres of today’s central
London into the Grosvenor family fold.

The need is one that has been annunci-
ated and examined from time to time on
these pages, the opportunity to age in
place.

It was most loudly and frequently heard
in inquiries from west-side Vancouver res-
idents to one of the oldest real estate out-
fits on the west side,  Macdonald Realty,
reports George Wong of Platinum Project
Marketing Group, Macdonald Realty, orga-
nizer of the 5955 Balsam sales and market-
ing campaign.  

Grosvenor and Platinum are aiming the
project at two groups of older west-side
residents, reports Lily Korstanje, the Plat-
inum Project sales manager for 5955 Bal-
sam.

“We think 5955 Balsam will appeal to the
discerning elderly who want to maintain a
west-side lifestyle, but do not want the
stairs or the maintenance of the large fam-
ily home. . . ,” she says.

“Additionally, we expect strong interest
from discerning  empty nesters who are of
the modern mindset that ‘there is life after
kids and retirement,’ who want to get out
of the large home with the maintenance
and get into the lock-up-and-go apartment,
travel, eat out and start adventuring . . . .”

“The operative word here is ‘discerning.’
These people will come from large custom
homes and will not compromise on the
‘sense’ of space or quality.”

The  5955 Balsam homes will be big
homes, absolutely and comparatively, three
or four to a floor, and they will be finished
richly.

“Many new Vancouver condominium
developments focus on smaller plans that
reduce room sizes, eliminate storage
rooms and do not allow room for tradi-
tionally sized furniture. It also creates
many suites per floor,” George Wong says
of the square footages.

“At 5955 Balsam, our suites start at well
over 1,200 square feet, with the majority of

suites over 1,500 square feet.  What this
does is create a ‘boutique’ development
with just three or four suite on a floor and
provides its owners with a sense of exclu-
sivity.”

The “big” names in the features line-up,
Miele, Dornbracht, Duravit, were almost
inevitable. 

“It is definitely the very first multi-fam-
ily west-side development that offers these
custom-home, top-of-the-line European
name brands,” Lily Korstanje says.

As previously mentioned, Grosvenor
Canada has established for itself an ambi-

tious agenda at 5955 Balsam, its first resi-
dential development in the Lower Main-
land. 

Outside, the building, when completed,
"respects and honours the neighbour-
hood's legacy," in the words of the sales lit-
erature. Inside, the homes will address “the
contemporary needs of 21st century resi-
dents,’’ again in the words of the sales lit-
erature.

Components in the 5955 Balsam homes,
Korstanje reports, include “open floor
plans with a contemporary squared-off
configuration for functional/ optimum use

of space; great living /dining/family rooms
which would accommodate large pieces of
heirloom furniture; and flex spaces that
can be used as an office, or a pantry, for
storage, as media room, perhaps a guest
bedroom.”

The decision to commit more than 80
per cent of the site “ to landscaping” will
be the most visible legacy statement from
Grosvenor. “The choice to landscape a sub-
stantial part of the site will provide a beau-
tiful integration into the existing neigh-
bourhood,’’ Korstanje says.

The message from Lily Korstanje of Platinum Project Marketing, and
from the 5955 Balsam sales centre, is that west-side residents do

not need to compromise when the want to move on from their large-
lot, multi-level family homes.
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HOME
THOUGHTS

Housing agency
opposes candles,

incense and smoking
The national housing agency,
the Canadian Mortgage and
Housing Corp., circulated a
couple of reminders recently
that our homes can be per-
ilous places.
“No matter how well or how
often you clean, your home
could contain a whole host of
chemical contaminants. While
some of those chemicals are
relatively harmless, others can
potentially seriously effect
your health and the health of
your family,” the CMHC circular
says. 
Among the agency’s recom-
mendations:
Don’t smoke indoors. “Tobac-
co smoke contains numerous
chemical contaminants that
can pose a risk to your
health.”
Don’t burn candles, liquid fuel
or incense in your home.
Maintain your heating system
with regular visits from from a
heating contractor.
Use non-chemical pest control
methods instead of pesti-
cides. Try traps or fly swat-
ters.
Select unscented cleaning
products and use  water
instead of disinfectants.
Take out the garbage daily, a
route that will “eliminate the
need for deodorizers.” Freeze
perishable waste (meat, fish
scraps) until garbage collec-
tion day.
Don’t wear outdoor footwear
inside, to keep dust and other
contaminants outside.
Turn on the range hood while
cooking and use the bathroom
fan to remove moisture and
residual odours.
The agency fact sheet, How to
Reduce Chemical Contami-
nants in Your Home, is avail-
able by telephoning 1-800-
668-2642 or by visiting the
cmhc.ca website.
Another agency series, About
Your Apartment, provides prac-
tical information on fire safety
precautions for residents of
multi-unit residential buildings.
Outstanding don’ts:
“If you cannot immediately
extinguish a fire, or if the
smoke is dangerous, leave the
apartment …”
Don’t use the elevators. Walk
down.
A suitable-for-framing version
of this guide is available on
the chmc.ca website.
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“The homes and streets around the
site have been here for over a century.  It
is the tall, mature flowering plants and
trees that line these streets that make
Kerrisdale so visually pleasing.  5955 Bal-
sam carries on Kerrisdale’s appreciation
for a beautiful backdrop to the homes
and buildings in this community.”

James Patillo, a Grosvenor executive,
also points to interior finishes “that nod
to the richness of the past — the warm
teak and walnut hardwood, the bottoci-
no classico marble — create a warm and
distinctive backdrop, totally in keeping
with the distinctive character of Kerris-
dale while the open, flexible floor plans
leave buyers the room to design and
stylize their homes with the greatest of
flexibility.”

Grosvenor and Platinum are calling
three of the residences “garden homes,”
to reflect their ground-level location.

“With extensive landscaping around
the building and nine-foot-high ceilings,
these homes will feel larger as the exte-
rior space will read as if part of the
homes and provide a ‘connectedness’
with the gardens,’’ Korstanje says. 

‘‘Two of the garden homes have pri-
vate enclosed garages that are directly
accessible from the residences offering
utmost privacy and convenience.’’

The grounds will have a ‘‘Great Lawn,’’
for pet runs; a lawn bowling and croquet
green; a fireside terrace for resident gath-
erings; and a “poet’s corner  . . . a seclud-
ed area in the extensive landscaped gar-
den where one can contemplate, medi-
tate and ruminate,’’ Korstanje says.

One common amenity Grosvenor is
not installing at 5955  Balsam is a fitness
centre.

One reason is the presence of Kerris-
dale Community Centre a few blocks
away. Its facilities are well known to any-

one who has raised a family on the west
side.

Another reason is money. “Many Ker-
risdale residents have memberships in
various private clubs, like the Arbutus
Club, and much prefer to stay with the
basics in the residential building to keep
maintenance fees manageable,’’ Korstan-
je says. 

The 5955 Balsam news release opens
with a strong statement, that the project
"is the first of its kind in over five years."

George Wong does not issue superla-
tives easily or readily; they have a nasty
propensity of biting back over a long
career, and his has been long and suc-
cessful.

“There have not been any high-rise/
high-end developments in Kerrisdale for
over five years, and no new develop-
ment that matches or comes close to the
luxury we are offering at 5955 Balsam,’’
he says.

‘‘With the quality of concrete [con-
struction], the views and a strong devel-
oper name like Grosvenor, a project with
this winning combination will likely not
come again in this lifetime.”
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COMING SOON TO SURREY

Designed 
with you in mind.

Make yourself our priority, 
register today.

kewliving.com    
604.696.1502

Signature Red-Brick Townhomes
Old world architecture surrounds spacious 

modern interiors. Priced within reach 

and designed with you in mind.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Kerrisdale
project
pursues

exclusivity  
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5955 Balsam
Location: 43rd and Balsam, Vancouver
Project size: 41 residences, 12-storey build-

ing 
Residence size: 1,215 sq.ft. - 2,406 sq. ft.
Prices: From $889,900
Presentation centre address: 2036 West

41st
Hours: Noon to 5 p.m., Sat - Thu
Telephone: 604-264-5955
Web: kerrisdaleliving.com
Developer: Grosvenor Canada
Architect: IBI/HB
Interior design: Scott Trepp Interior Design 
Tentative completion: August 2008

From  G1

The double-basin sinks, in stainless
steel, will be mounted under the
counters and filled from a single-hole
faucet with pull-out spray from KWC,
in polished chrome.

The Liebherr fridge and the Miele dishwasher in the 5955 Balsam kitchens
will be faced with millwork that matches the vertical-grain, white oak, flat
panel cabinet doors. Grosvenor Canada intends to install a Miele food-prep
package consisting of a stainless-steel gas-cooktop and an under-cabinet
slide-out range hood and a built-in convection wall-oven.


