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Balanced Conditions Continue in the Greater Vancouver Housing Market  
 
Home buyer and seller activity continues to mirror historical averages in the Greater Vancouver housing market. 
These trends have helped keep the region in a balanced state for the last nine months. 
 
The Real Estate Board of Greater Vancouver reports that residential property sales in Greater Vancouver reached 
2,661 on the Multiple Listing Service® (MLS®) in October 2013. This is a 37.8% increase compared to the 1,931 sales 
recorded in October 2012, and a 7.2% increase from the 2,483 sales recorded in September 2013. 
 
New listings for attached, detached and apartment properties in Greater Vancouver totalled 4,315 in October 
2013. This represents a 0.2% decline from the 4,323 new listings reported in October 2012, and a decrease of 14.2% 
compared to the 5,030 new listings reported in September of this year. 
 
Last month’s sales were 2.8% above the 10-year sales average for the month, while new listings for the month were 
1.9% below the 10-year average. 
 
“We continue to see fairly typical activity when it comes to monthly home sale and listing totals,” Sandra Wyant, 
REBGV president said. “Today’s activity is helping to keep us in balanced market territory, which means that prices 
tend to experience minimal fluctuation.” 
 
The total number of properties currently listed for sale on the MLS® in Greater Vancouver is 15,257, a decline of 
12.2% compared to this time last year, and a decline of 5.3% compared to September 2013. 
 
The sales-to-active-listings ratio is currently at 17.4% in Greater Vancouver. 
 
The MLS® Home Price Index composite benchmark price for all residential properties in Greater Vancouver is 
$600,700. This represents a 0.5% decline compared to this time last year. 
 
Sales of detached properties reached 1,067 in October 2013, an increase of 35.1% from the 790 detached sales 
recorded in October 2012 and a 9.5% increase from the 974 units sold in October 2011. The benchmark price for 
detached properties decreased 0.5% from October 2012 to $922,600. 
 
Sales of apartment properties reached 1,098 in October 2013, an increase of 36.7% compared to the 803       
apartment sales recorded in October 2012, and an increase of 14.6% compared to the 958 sales in October 2011. 
The benchmark price of an apartment property decreased 0.9% from October 2012 to $365,600. 
 
Attached property sales totalled 496, an increase of 46.7% compared to the 338 attached property sales          
recorded in 2012 and a 29.8% increase compared to the 382 attached property sales recorded in October 2011. 
The benchmark price of an attached property is $458,000, which is virtually unchanged from October 2012.  
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Source: REBGV. “Balanced Conditions Continue in the Greater Vancouver Housing Market.” http://www.rebgv.org/news-statistics/balanced-conditions-continue-greater-vancouver-housing-market 



Tired of that chaotic mess you call your closet? With a few 
easy, low-cost fixes and tips, you can make your closets    
functional, organized spaces - and find what you need, 
when you need it. Getting your closets in order will give you 
back valuable time and provide you with some peace of 
mind. 

Here are some organization ideas from Rubbermaid, which 
sells closet organization systems and accessories through   
Canadian Tire, Home Depot, and other retailers. 
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Source: RE/MAX Design Center. “Clean Up & Unclutter Your Closets.” https://remax.imprev.net/designs/newsletter/REMAX_NEWSLETTER_NI_019/REMAX_NEWSLETTER_NI_019_COMP.jpg  

CLEAN UP & UNCLUTTER YOUR CLOSETS 

1. DECLUTTER 
Roll up your sleeves and empty everything out of 
your closets. The rule of thumb is to keep items 
you’ve worn or used in the past year; toss or        
donate everything else. You’ll have several piles: 
seasonal, keep, repair, donate, and toss. Purging 
your closets will make extra room for the items you 
wear often, and create storage space you didn't 
know you had. If you have usable closet space in 
other rooms, move seasonal or specialty items to 
those spaces. 
 
2. PLAN YOUR LAYOUT 
Use every square inch of space in your closets. 
Consider installing a closet organizing system, such 
as Rubbermaid’s Homefree Closet Kits. Some kits 
have telescoping rods and expandable shelves to 
accommodate large and small closets. Plus, you 
can reconfigure the adjustable systems as needed, 
making them feasible for every room type. Think 
about how often you wear certain clothing or use 
particular items. Your layout should make those 
things easy to access. 
 
3. ORGANIZE ACCESSORIES 
Canvas or clear bins, shoeboxes and hanging   
canvas organizers provide simple, functional     
storage options for accessories, shoes, and         
seasonal items. Plus, you’ll avoid having an        
avalanche of items fall from higher shelves. Don’t 
forget to use the back of your closet door: an over-
the-door organizer can neatly hold shoes, purses, 
and other items while making the most of your 
space. Also, take advantage of the space under 
your bed for heavy sweaters, linens, and other 
items you use infrequently. Under-the-bed storage 
bins, as well as space-saving plastic bags, can help 
you neatly store such items without them getting 
damaged or lost in the shuffle. 

4. PUT IT ALL TOGETHER 
Once you’re ready to restock your closets, put the 
least-used items on the higher shelves; clothes 
and items that you use frequently at eye level; 
and shoes toward the bottom. Hang all your 
clothing with the hangers facing toward you 
(more on that later). Save yourself time and     
anxiety by sorting your wardrobe by season,    
clothing type, and/or colour so you can find what 
you need quickly. If you have room, add a      
seating area. For children’s closets, drapes instead 
of closet doors add a fun, decorative touch and 
easy access. 
 
5. HANGERS MATTER 
Use padded hangers for delicate fabrics, plastic 
hangers for shirts and pants, and wood hangers 
for suits. Get rid of wire hangers and remove 
clothes from dry-cleaning bags (they restrict air 
flow to your clothes and retain dry-cleaning 
chemicals in the fabric). You’ll create a consistent 
look and keep your clothes better organized if 
you use matching hangers and the correct type 
of hangers for specific items of clothing. If there 
are clothes that don’t need to be hanged, put 
them away in drawers to free up even more 
space. 
 
6. MAINTAIN THE CALM 
Don’t let your closets revert to their old ways. As 
you wear and launder clothes, hang them back 
up with the hooks facing into the closet. After a 
few months, you’ll be able to see what you     
haven’t worn, making it easy to find the clothes, 
then donate or toss them. Pull together outfits the 
night before to save time in the morning. Donate 
or toss one item for every new piece you add to 
your closet. 
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Souce:  RE/MAX Design Center. “Celebrating the Holidays on a Budget.” https://remax.imprev.net/designs/newsletter/REMAX_NEWSLETTER_046/REMAX_NEWSLETTER_046_COMP.jpg  

The holidays are almost here, and that means the hustle and bustle is soon to 
begin. As you start planning your celebrations, you might become          
overwhelmed as you tally up the costs of dinner parties, gifts, and decorations. 
 
You can still make things merry without breaking the bank. Some of the most 
creative and meaningful gifts and holiday projects are surprisingly inexpensive. 
Doing the holidays on a budget might require a bit more planning, but it’s well 
worth the end result: saving money - and your sanity. 
 

Here are six ideas for a festive inexpensive holiday season: 

PARTIES 
Can’t afford the five-course, sit-down dinner for 
15 that you’re used to hosting? No worries. You 
can host a variety of events to celebrate       
without going broke at the grocery store.      
Consider a potluck dinner and ask guests to 
bring a favourite side dish or appetizer to share 
while you cover the main entrée. Also, you 
could opt for a simple, single-course party such 
as wine and fondue, desserts, or appetizers. 
 
DECORATIONS 
Add a festive ambiance to your home for a 
fraction of the cost with homemade             
decorations, such as children’s artwork,        
popcorn or cranberry garlands, and pinecones 
and berries from the outdoors. Have old drinking 
glasses you’re not using? Flip them upside down 
to use as candleholders and embellish them 
with glitter or ribbons. Use evergreen clippings to 
decorate your table or mantles. Take all the 
cards you’ve received and arrange them in 
varying positions on a thick ribbon and hang it 
on a bare wall - a great conversation piece. 
 
CARDS 
Postage is an unavoidable cost when you mail 
out cards, but you can save money by making 
them with scrapbooking paper or purchasing 
them at discount stores. Photo postcards are a 
less expensive option too, and they’re easy to 
create and order. The best part: you don’t have 
to write an individual message on each one. 

GIFTS 
For large gatherings, have a white elephant or      
Secret Santa gift exchange. Put a cap on the value 
of gifts. These games are fun, humorous, and easy 
without the expense and stress of shopping for 
each guest. Plus, everyone comes away with a    
present. If money is tight, opt for buying family     
presents such as a gift card to a favourite          
restaurant, movie tickets, a family portrait session, or 
a yearlong zoo or museum membership. Also, your 
family could agree to buy gifts for the children and 
exchange cookies or heartfelt cards for the adults. 
 
TRIMMING THE TREE 
Handmade ornaments add a sentimental, unique 
touch to your tree. Some ideas include: using        
images from last year’s cards, popcorn garlands, 
miniature toys, glitter-glued knickknacks, origami, 
and ribbons. Shop around for good deals at thrift or 
dollar stores, garage sales, or online. To save money 
on the tree itself, browse the Web for artificial trees. 
 
SEASONAL ACTIVITIES 
Check the newspaper for a list of community 
events. Many churches, cities, or community groups 
offer free concerts, craft fairs, plays, and other fun 
diversions. The library is a great place to check for 
events or storytelling. Also, create your own fun at 
home with a holiday movie night or tree-trimming 
party. 
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Working with a realtor who understands and appreciates your needs is crucial in today’s market. As a life member of the Real 
Estate Medallion Club, I have been recognized as one out of a small handful of successful realtors with over 20 years of         
outstanding performance. By choosing me to represent you, I guarantee my professionalism, experience, loyalty, and          
expertise. Putting my clients’ needs first is not just expected, it is my commitment to you.  
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The REALTORS Care® Blanket Drive Story 
Way back in 1995, some caring REALTORS® in Vancouver observed the homeless situation in the city’s 
eastside and said to themselves, we’ve got to do something. 
   
They put out an appeal to their fellow colleagues for warm blankets and coats and collected enough 
donations to help 3,000 of Vancouver’s homeless in the downtown core. 
 
That single act of kindness has blossomed into one of the largest annual collections of warm clothing 
and blankets, helping homeless people and the working poor in every single community in the Lower 
Mainland. 
 
Eighteen years later, thousands of REALTORS® from Whistler to Hope have collected enough donations 
to help more than 185,000 people in need. Each year, more than 75 dedicated members actually pick-
up and deliver all the donations, and well over 100 real estate offices in the Lower Mainland act as     
collection depots. 
 
The REALTORS Care® Drive now collects an astonishing amount of warm, winter items on behalf of    
dozens of local charities to help at least 20,000 people each year.   
 
From November 18-25, 2013, REALTORS® will be collecting 
blankets and warm clothing to give directly to those who 
need to stay warm during the wet and cold winter. 
 
You can help by donating the following items for men, 
women and children: 
 
New or gently used 
  •  blankets, sleeping bags 
  •  warm clothing - coats, jeans, pants, sweaters   
  •  scarves, gloves, mitts, hats 
  •  socks (new) 
  •  underwear (new) 
 
All donations collected in a community stay in that       
community. 
 
Donations can be dropped off at our office: 
RE/MAX Select Properties 
5487 West Boulevard, Vancouver, B.C. V6M 3W5 
or please visit www.blanketdrive.ca for a list of drop-off   
locations all over the Lower Mainland. 

19TH ANNUAL REALTORS CARE® BLANKET DRIVE 

Source: REBGV. “REALTORS Care® Blanket Drive.” http://www.rebgv.org/blanket-drive  


